
 

 

                                                                  
REAP CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2020 

 
March 3:  Debut Novel 
 
Author Marina Antropow Cramer of Slate Hill, NY, will discuss her debut novel, "Roads"  
She tells the story of a World War II-era Russian family' survival through harrowing 
situations surrounding the Nazi invasion of their homeland, and the hardships they faced 
as labor camp workers and refugees in Germany during and  after the war. Ms. Cramer, 
who was born in postwar Germany to a family of refugees from the Soviet Union. "My 
elderly mother talked about the war as if it happened just the other day; clearly, for some, 
the trauma never ends." She was a bookseller for many years, having owned a bookstore 
in Montclair, NJ. She holds a B.A. Degree in English from Upsala College in East Orange, 
NJ. There will be a book signing following her talk. 
  
March 10:  Astor Family Mogul 
 
Rick Feingold of Emerson, NJ, will present a video/lecture, titled "John Jacob Astor - -
From Furs to Real Estate." Born into poverty in Germany, John Jacob Astor came to the 
United States and built the American Fur Company by trading ,manufactured goods from 
Asia and Europe with Native Americans. "Once fur hats went out of style, he invested in 
Manhattan real estate and earned a fortune as European immigrants came to New York 
City seeking a better life," noted Feingold. "Join  us as we discuss the North American fur 
trade and the growth of New York real estate in the early 1800s."  He teaches American 
Business History at Bergen Community College  in Paramus, NJ. He holds an MBA from 
Penn State University. 
 
March 17:  Southeast Asia Traveler 
 
Mike Seymour of Leonia, NJ, will present a video/lecture, titled "Travels in Southeast 
Asia." He spent three weeks recently visiting Thailand,, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. "I 
will, of course, shows pictures so people can see the important tourist attractions and what 
these countries look like," he explained. "But  my talk is not a travelogue. I will focus more 
on my impressions  and experiences. For example, my conversation with a man who was 
13, when he as forced to join PoL Pot's Army in Cambodia. or the museum in Laos, which 
commemorates the lives lost long after the war, to late exploding cluster bombs dropped 
by the US. or the lavish department stores in communist Saigon." He is a retired high 
school math and physics teacher. He spends is  time taking and giving classes. Last year, 
he gave a talk at the Kalan JCC on his trip to Mongolia and Siberia. He takes at least one 
trip a year, usually with his wife, Sally. His latest trip was to South Korea in November. He 
is a member of the Leonia Players Guild, and occasionally acts in their productions. His 
passions are pickleball and travel. 
 



 

 

March 24:  Jewish Federation's 2019 Highlights 
 
Roberta Abrams of Montvale, NJ, new President of the Jewish Federation of Northern 
New Jersey, Paramus, NJ, will discuss the Federation's successful 2019 projects and the 
organization's 2020 project plans. She was featured as the cover story, titled "I Live a 
Blessed Life," in the  January 25, 2019 issue of "Jewish Standard."  She  has proudly 
endowed her Lion of Judah gift. Previously, Ms. Abrams served the Federation as Vice 
President of Planning and Allocations, Vice President of Financial Resource  
 Development, Vice President at Large. Ms. Abrams has been involved with the Jewish 
Federation for many years. A graduate of the Berrie Fellows Program, she has held 
several leadership positions at her temple (KOL Dorot), and at the JCC of Northern New 
Jersey. She previously served on the Board of Directors of Jewish Home Family, Inc. She 
volunteers with the First Robotics organization and graduated from Emory University. She 
has two sons. Knitting and crocheting are her passions. 
 
March 31:  Rescue Mission 
 
Kari Heitzner of Haworth, NJ, will present a video/lecture,. titled "Fifty Children."  "It's the 
story of a Philadelphia couple, Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus, who get it in their heads that 
they should try to bring 60 Jewish children out of Nazi-occupied Austria in 1939," noted 
Ms. Heitzner. "They faced daunting obstacles, not the least of which was that they were 
Jewish, and their mission required them to travel to Berlin and then Vienna. But - -a 
dismaying thing to recall today - - they were also hampered by an American bureaucracy 
that was not exactly taking the lead in humanitarian efforts."  Ms. Heitzner is an account 
manager for a maternal health and wellness company. Currently, she runs the film 
program at TBE and at the Kaplen JCC on the Palisades in their REAP (Retired 
Executives and Professionals) program. Several times a year. she shows Jewish-themed 
movies, which are historical, educational, and sparks stimulating discussions among those 
who attend. 
 
 

There are no after-lunch sessions scheduled at this time                                                                                
Coffee and Chat 10:15-11:00 

All of the programs start on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and end at Noon.  
 

Did you misplace your list of programs this month?  

  
 

No big deal! 
Check us out online! 

You can now find your list of programs each month online at: 
http://www.jccotp.org/pdf/reap_calendar.pdf 


