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Emek’s Vision

The Emek School for Hebrew and Israeli-Jewish Culture is an educational framework in
the afternoon and evening hours, and a community-cultural center with a Jewish-Israeli
identity. Its name, "Emek," is derived from the first three letters that constitute the
pillars of the school — Hebrew (N"2V), Heritage(Nw1n) and Community (N5Np) .

In Emek, children enjoy a variety of enriching and experiential programs that provide
students with the highest level of Hebrew studies. Emek also works to strengthen the
connection between the local community and Hebrew language and heritage, in order
to shape the Israeli-Jewish identity of our children, while fostering community
involvement and action.

Hebrew:

Every year, we acquire skills in spoken and written Hebrew language according to age-
appropriate goals and objectives. Learning takes place in a diverse and experiential
manner for the child, incorporating games, riddles, creative and artistic creations,
stories, songs, and more.

The Emek curriculum is based on approved textbooks by the Israeli Ministry of
Education, adjusted to our Emek learners (Hebrew-speaking from home or non-
Hebrew-speaking from home), enrichment materials selected with professionalism and
love by the teaching staff under the educational leadership and guidance of the
educational director, and familiar cultural texts. Since we only meet once a week, we
carefully select the content and topics appearing in the lessons to assist in language
practice and acquisition, while also exposing the child to an additional cultural
dimension - heritage. You are invited to review the curriculums for the different age
groups in each section of the website.

Emek@jccotp.org | 201 408-1469 | jccotp.org/programs/emek

KAPLEN JCC ON THE PALISADES TAUB CAMPUS | 411 E CLINTON AVE. TENAFLY, NJ 07670
1201.569.7900 | JCCOTP.ORG




/"F__\""\
o ’ FAllR
| 0 II"\. fl-t':;:}/l .;II

an the Paliisdes

Haritage:

Emek is a place of Israeli-Jewish continuity. Based on the assumption that Hebrew is
not only a communication tool but an essential part of our identity, Emek children are
exposed in each lesson to the rich cultural heritage embedded in the Hebrew language:
we learn about Jewish holidays and celebrate them, observe memorial days in relevant
grades, sing holiday songs, explore texts and cultural assets in Israeli creation.

The selected texts, games, songs, and stories for each age group align with the
objectives of the curriculum for that year and constitute a spiral program of texts,
Israeli literature, and creative works around the Hebrew calendar year. At the end of
the day, as parents, we chose to live here and through Emek, we choose to give our
children a taste of an Israeli childhood experience.

Community:

Our children are part of the local Jewish community, mostly from the Israeli community,
and the local community where we reside. Emek is committed to being an integral part
of the community, providing everyone with a sense of partnership and belonging. We
hold frequent meetings where interested parents can listen, express themselves, and be
heard. Emek families will meet teachers at various events in the community center and
will also benefit from performances by children brought by the Israeli center. We also
promote action for others by taking part of various initiatives led by the Israeli Center.

At Emek, we promote community involvement through donation and social action,
participating in community projects according to the children's age.

Emek's Uniqueness:

e The school's goal is to enable learning in a pleasant, supportive, and challenging
atmosphere, emphasizing age and level-appropriate classes that allow for
dialogue, deep familiarity, a warm and personal relationships with each student,
and the creation of friendships.

e An innovative, rich, and meticulous curriculum for each age group, updated
annually, also using materials approved by the Israeli Ministry of Education.

e A quality, creative, and skilled teaching staff that adapts the program for each
age group to the participants' needs in that year. Young community members
also assist, supporting the children's individual needs and gaining significant
work experience.
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e Access to luxurious Emek facilities during lessons - well-equipped and spacious
classrooms, a cafeteria, and parent seating areas.

e Pedagogical and operational support by the educational director of Emek, and
the Israeli center staff. The envelope enables ongoing communication with
parents and the community, continuous renewal of the curriculum, diverse
teaching methods, and opportunities to fulfill our dreams for your children.

e 32 lessons per year, supplemented by unique community events for Emek,
complementing the curriculum.

e Ongoing communication with parents, including WhatsApp groups for each class
where pictures and frequent updates will be posted. Additionally, a weekly lesson
summary and homework will be sent to keep parents informed about class
activities and allow them to continue the activity and discussion if they wish.
Also, parent-teacher meetings midway through the academic year to monitor the
child's progress towards the annual goals.

e A sense of home, an open door, and a place where children will learn Hebrew,
experience Israel, and establish an Israeli-Jewish identity that encompasses all
aspects of their lives.

Share our vision? Join us at Emek for a wonderful year!
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